How to Disinfect a Water Well

1 | Bypass your water softener before disinfecting your well.

Remove the well cap or the vent pipe or plug if the
well is equipped with a sanitary well seal.

Pour one gallon of
<3:| unscented household

bleach directly into the

well.

Connect a hose to a house spigot and run
as water directly into the well until chlorine
N /é odor is present in the water. Run the water
L 2 this way for 15 minutes, washing the inside

3 ,h"ﬁi‘f —_ of the casing as you do.
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6| Close all valves and pour another one gallon of bleach
directly into the well. Recap the well or replace the vent
pipe or plug. Leave all valves closed for a period of 12
hours or longer (toilets may be flushed if needed).
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Open the hose spigot and discharge
water to ground surface of drainage
ditch until chlorine odor disappears.
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Open every household fixture and let water run until the chlorine
odor is gone. The well should now be properly disinfected.
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9 For more information, visit the Ohio Department of Health website at
https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/water/PrivateWaterSystems/main.aspx
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